
Ariel Dynamics Inc. Media Library - Article

Go for the Gold
Pioneers of a new science in sports analysis-biomechanics-are asking this
question. Apple II computers arc helping to answer it.

Code adi-pub-01170
Title Go for the Gold

Subtitle Pioneers of a new science in sports analysis-biomechanics-are
asking this question. Apple II computers arc helping to answer it.

Name A+
Author David Barry

Published on Wednesday, August 1, 1984
Subject ACES; APAS; Biomechanics; Capture; Digitize; Discus; Exercise

Machine; Favorite; Force Plate; Media; Olympics; Performance
Analysis; Science; Shoes; Sports; Studies; Volleyball

URL https://arielweb.com/articles/show/adi-pub-01170
Date 2013-01-16 15:40:48

Label Approved
Privacy Public

This article by David F. Barry, published in A+ Magazine in August 1984, discusses the role of biomechanics and
Apple II computers in enhancing the performance of Olympic athletes. Biomechanics, a field that combines the
physics of motion with human anatomy, uses Apple II computers to analyze athletes' movements in great detail.
The computers are linked to tracking devices, high-speed cameras, and force platforms to provide precise images
and data of athletes' performances. The article highlights the work of Dr. Gideon Ariel, a pioneer in biomechanics,
who uses digitization to convert athletic movement into highly precise, three-dimensional graphic images. The
article also discusses how biomechanics has helped athletes like Edwin Moses, a hurdler, and Mac Wilkins, a
discus thrower, improve their techniques. Ariel also used biomechanics to analyze team movements, helping the
U.S. women's volleyball team identify weaknesses in their opponents' defenses. The article concludes by noting
that while much of the digitization work is currently done on minicomputers, Ariel expects that microcomputers will
soon be able to handle more of the load.
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